
 
 
 

THE INNOCENTS SOCIETY 
The Chancellor's Senior Honorary 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
 
Dear First-Year Student: 
 
The Innocents Society, James S. Pittenger, and Irvin Sherman Memorial Innocents Society 
Scholarships are awarded each year to currently enrolled, full-time, first-year students displaying 
academic excellence, leadership qualities, and involvement in co-curricular activities. 
 
The Innocents Society was founded at the University of Nebraska on April 24, 1903, through the efforts 
of several notable alumni, including George Condra and Roscoe Pound. Thirteen Juniors were chosen for 
the Chancellor’s Senior Honorary based on academic excellence, campus leadership, and selfless service. 
These first Innocents took charge of such activities as supervising pep rallies, selecting yell squad 
members, and organizing Homecoming festivities. Their goal was to promote school spirit and to create 
an appreciation for the greater things for which Nebraska stands. These ideals still describe the Innocents 
Society today. 
 
Unlike most senior honoraries, the Innocents Society is uniquely Nebraskan, forming a link between the 
faculty and the student body while guarding significant University of Nebraska traditions. 
 
Former Innocents Society members include the following: former U.S. Representative Howard Buffett, 
former President and Chair of the Cooper Foundation E.N. “Jack” Thompson, former Nebraska Governor 
and U.S. Senator Bob Kerrey, former University of Nebraska President James “J.B.” Milliken, former 
Nebraska Attorney General Jon Bruning, former NFL player Kyle Vanden Bosch, Hudl co-founder John 
Wirtz, and former Nebraska State Senator Adam Morfeld. Honorary Innocents Society members include 
the following: former U.S. Senator and Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel, former Nebraska football 
coach, athletic director, and U.S. Representative Tom Osborne, former Nebraska football coach and 
athletic director Bob Devaney, former University of Nebraska-Lincoln Chancellor Ronnie Green, former 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln Chancellor Harvey Perlman, University of Nebraska President Emeritus 
Martin Massengale, and Chairman and CEO of Berkshire Hathaway, Warren Buffett.. 
 
The Innocents Society takes pride in being an active organization. This past year, the Society has co-hosted 
many events with Chancellor Rodney Bennett, completed monthly service projects in the Lincoln community, 
participated in Homecoming Week activities, hosted a Blood Drive Challenge, and organized a volunteer trip 
across the state of Nebraska. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the application or the organization, contact either member of 
the Society listed below or visit our website at innocents.unl.edu. 
 

Angela Le 
Selections Co-Chair 

ale28@huskers.unl.edu 

 

Marissa Mendez -Santiago 
Selections Co-Chair 

mmendez-santiago2@huskers.unl.edu



 
Personal Information: 
 
Full Name: Student NUID: _________________________ 
 
Local Address: ZIP: Phone:   
 
Email Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name(s) of Parent(s): _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Address: _____________________________________________ZIP:_________________________ 
 
College: Cumulative G.P.A.:   
 
Major(s): _________________________________Minor(s): _____________________________________ 
 
 
Number of credit hours completed towards your undergraduate degree as of December 2025:   
 
I authorize the release of all academic information needed for my consideration for the Innocents 
Society, James S. Pittenger, and Irvin Sherman Memorial Innocents Society Scholarship (virtual 
signature also accepted). 
 
Date:  Signature: 



 
Application Materials: 

 
In order for us to select on merit, please include the following with your application. 
 

I. This attached form in PDF format, filled out and entitled “Personal Information”. 
 

II. A current résumé of high school and college involvement in PDF format. Make sure to include 
any honors, awards, scholarship, leadership experience, and charitable and community service 
activities. Do not put your name on this page. Submit this document as a PDF with the title 
“Résumé”. 

 
III. On an additional page in no more than 400 words, describe your most significant intellectual 

endeavor (science project, high school activity, volunteer project, etc.). Tell why you feel it made 
a difference. Conclude briefly with your opinion about how it demonstrates your leadership, 
scholarship, and service. Please type this essay double-spaced. Do not put your name on this 
page. Submit this document as a PDF with the title “Essay”. 

 
IV.Your completed application should be emailed to 13innocentssociety@gmail.com with the subject 

“First Year Scholarship” no later than 1:13 pm on January 23rd, 2026. Your email should 
include three attachments: This filled out document entitled, “Personal Information”, “Résumé”, 
and “Essay”. 


